Reflection Letter


The semester started off a bit confusing and seemed overwhelming because I knew it would be a different experience as compared to other freshmen courses.  I used up my absences during the first unit not only because I was unaware of the amount of work I was missing, I had so much more going on with school, work and at home.   I became more aware of the course’s goal to strengthen writers and eventually I bounced back, perhaps not as strongly as I could have but I did bounce back. 


The essay for Unit One is my strongest essay and the one I was most interested in.  It was personal and easy to write.  The class work for unit one which was suppose to direct us in our writing somewhat didn’t help me write my first essay too much.  However, the strong emphasis on imagery and vivid description did help me portray senses within my essay in order for the reader to feel a presence.   The invention work brought me to the conclusion I should write about my fifteenth birthday party, my Quinceanera, which was significant to me and my family.  The invention work reminded me of specific details from organizing the party and details from the night of the party.  I remembered clearly how people were dressed, how the hall looked, the complete setting of the night, the emotions I felt, and most importantly about my mother’s significance at that time which is developed in the essay.  Peer Review was helpful and was also a new experience for a college class but something we use to do often in high school.  Receiving various opinions was helpful and helped guide what needed to be changed for the teacher’s draft.  I chose this essay for my floating workshop because it is my favorite out of the other Units.  I received positive feedback from my peer reviewers.  One reviewer who was on my team and read my second draft prior to reading my floating workshop noted my improvement from draft to draft.  I was unsure of what to concentrate on during my first two drafts but came up with the idea that I should make the essay about the situation with my mother rather than just adding incident after incident.  Once I came to this idea, I was able to develop a clear purpose and thesis of the essay.

Unit Two involved a completely different style of writing because rather than an essay about a personal experience it had to be a profile of a particular subject within the community that is worth noting.  I chose to write about an organization I am familiar with and work for called Jumpstart.  It is an organization which exists in several Universities including St. John’s which targets preschools and children who need extra attention to develop literacy and social skills.  My profile serves the purpose of making people especially students that Jumpstart exists because many have not heard of it and many of those who have do not understand what it is about.  My discovery draft was very short.  This might be because I didn’t do as much invention work as I did for my first essay.  Peer review helped me realize that I needed to include more specifics about the organization including information about its history, my own personal experiences, and an interview of someone else who is involved.  As we are separated into teams in Jumpstart, I chose to interview my Team Leader who is in charge of keeping things organized and making sure we provide the best sessions possible for the children.  My essay soon improved with revisions.  My teachers draft was better than first.  However, this is not favorite work.


The final essay was interesting because it required us to write a review.  At first, I was going to review the movie Rent which was originally a play that I have not seen.  Instead I chose to write about the movie Their Eyes Were Watching God which is derived from my favorite novel because I am more familiar with it.  Again, my discovery draft was short because I was unsure as to what should be included without giving too much information.  The work we did reviewing other reviews were somewhat helpful but I didn’t want my review to be too much of a reflection of theirs.   The peer review was helpful because my peers helped decide what I needed to change for the teacher’s draft.  However, the teachers draft still needed improvement.     


Sometime after Unit One, we began to blog which added to the loaded coursework.  Blogging was helpful because practice makes perfect.  The more we write, the more we learn.  However, the amount of required posts took away from the time and work we had to put into our essays.  Most students only have a certain amount of time available for each class because all other classes are a concern as well.  Perhaps, my first essay was better thought out because I wasn’t concerned with the blogging and getting my posts in on time because they were also part of my grade.  The posts were not as helpful in developing as a writer perhaps because our essays were reviewed and revised allowing me to know what needed improvement.  The posts were just pieces of writing that interest me and although practice makes perfect, having reviewed essays were much more helpful.

Overall, the experience in this course was definitely different.  Course requirements were much more than what I expected them to be.  My writing improved in the sense that I learned how to profile and how to write a review.  I also learned how to make my writing longer without having difficulties.  It is easier for me to write pages and pages of an essay than it was before the course.  I think I would have learned more if I had more time to dedicate to my individual essays for each unit.  Therefore, I think the blog posts should not have been part of the coursework.

